186      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HT8 AGK
Socrates and Plato, he says, connived at the popular polytheism through fear ; Christianity faced it, with the strength of a Divine foundation and Divine example. The work is a fine expression of a rational and humane theology, making one almost wish Augustine had never known the fatal dignity of the episcopate, with its flood of work and its insinuating interests. Ronvanianus responded to the appeal, and became a Christian.
It was also about thin time that he commenced his long and anxious labours on the interpretation of Genesis. It was the Manichean criticism which prompted his concern to rationalise the pu//ling narrative, and the first attempt to deal with it was a small work OH (ttntsis: tigahtsf the Mnnicftees. It reproduced in a simple style the arguments he had urged in his more scholarly /)r MM'iJius Mauiciidaantm, But its allegorical treatment of the Genesiac legends did not please him long. A few years later, convinced that Genesis was in accord with the physics and astronomy of the day, he ventured upon his /)t' (rfttesi tttl /.iffram. I 15s ingenuity broke down, however, ami the work remained unfinished until about the year 400, when lie wrote his large commentary on Genesis * to the letter.'e treatise he rejects all cultus of saints or martyrs:— Non sit nobis religio cultus hominum mortuorum.iracles until years afterwards.
